November 4-10: Mormon 7-9, “I Speak Unto You As If Ye Were Present”

Overview

Chapter 7 contains the last words of Mormon and his counsel specifically for latter
day descendants of Lehi

Chapters 8 and 9 were written by Moroni and contain counsel for all people in the
latter days.

“Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not. But behold,
Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing” (Morm 8:35).

Mormon’s Final Message
Mormon's last message is directed to the descendants of Lehi

Mormon 7:1-5

1 And now, behold, I would speak somewhat unto the remnant of this people who are
spared, if it so be that God may give unto them my words, that they may know of the
things of their fathers; yea, I speak unto you, ye remnant of the house of Israel; and
these are the words which I speak:

2 Know ye that ye are of the house of Israel.

3 Know ye that ye must come unto repentance, or ye cannot be saved.

4 Know ye that ye must lay down your weapons of war, and delight no more in the
shedding of blood, and take them not again, save it be that God shall command you.
5 Know ye that ye must come to the knowledge of your fathers, and repent of all
your sins and iniquities, and believe in Jesus Christ, that he is the Son of God, and
that he was slain by the Jews, and by the power of the Father he hath risen again,
whereby he hath gained the victory over the grave; and also in him is the sting of
death swallowed up.

What message does Mormon want to impress on the latter day descendants of
Lehi?

(Know ye that ye are of the house of Israel
come to the knowledge of your fathers, and repent of all your sins and
iniquities, and believe in Jesus Christ)

Jeffrey R. Holland

“In a soliloquy of death, Mormon reached across time and space to all,
especially to that 'remnant of the house of Israel' who would one day read
his majestic record. Those of another time and place must learn what those
lying before him had forgotten - that all must 'believe in Jesus Christ, that he
is the Son of God,'.... To 'believe in Christ,' especially when measured
against such tragic but avoidable consequences, was Mormon's last plea and
his only hope. It is the ultimate purpose of the entire book that would come



to the latter-day world bearing his name.” (Christ and the New Covenant,
pg. 321-3)

The gospel of Christ will come to the descendants of Lehi from the Book of Mormon
and from the Bible

Mormon 7:8-10

8 Therefore repent, and be baptized in the name of Jesus, and lay hold upon the
gospel of Christ, which shall be set before you, not only in this record but also in the
record which shall come unto the Gentiles from the Jews, which record shall come
from the Gentiles unto you.

9 For behold, this is written for the intent that ye may believe that; and if ye believe
that ye will believe this also; and if ye believe this ye will know concerning your
fathers, and also the marvelous works which were wrought by the power of God
among them.

10 And ye will also know that ye are a remnant of the seed of Jacob; therefore ye are

numbered among the people of the first covenant; and if it so be that ye believe in
Christ, and are baptized, first with water, then with fire and with the Holy Ghost,

following the example of our Savior, according to that which he hath commanded us,
it shall be well with you in the day of judgment. Amen.

What will the descendants of Lehi know to be true if they believe the Book of
Mormon?

(lay hold upon the gospel of Christ, which shall be set before you
this is written for the intent that ye may believe that [the Bible]

if ye believe this ye will know concerning your fathers

ye are numbered among the people of the first covenant)

Russell M. Nelson

"The Bible and the Book of Mormon are both witnesses of Jesus Christ.
They teach that He is the Son of God, that He lived an exemplary life, that
He atoned for all mankind, that He died upon the cross and rose again as the
resurrected Lord. They teach that He is the Savior of the world.

"Scriptural witnesses authenticate each other.... Each book refers to the
other. Each book stands as evidence that God lives and speaks to His
children by revelation to His prophets.

"Love for the Book of Mormon expands one’s love for the Bible and vice
versa.... [The Bible] establishes the everlasting nature of the gospel and of
the plan of happiness. The Book of Mormon restores and underscores
biblical doctrines." (CR, Oct. 2007)

Moroni Sees the Latter Days

Now Moroni finishes the record of his father



Mormon 8:1,14-16
1 Behold I, Moroni, do finish the record of my father, Mormon. Behold, I have but
few things to write, which things I have been commanded by my father.

14 And I am the same who hideth up this record unto the Lord; the plates thereof are
of no worth, because of the commandment of the Lord. For he truly saith that no one
shall have them to get gain; but the record thereof is of great worth; and whoso shall
bring it to light, him will the Lord bless.

15 For none can have power to bring it to light save it be given him of God; for God
wills that it shall be done with an eye single to his glory, or the welfare of the ancient
and long dispersed covenant people of the Lord.

16 And blessed be he that shall bring this thing to light; for it shall be brought out of
darkness unto light, according to the word of God; yea, it shall be brought out of the
earth, and it shall shine forth out of darkness, and come unto the knowledge of the
people; and it shall be done by the power of God.

When Moroni states “blessed be he that shall bring this thing to light,” who do
you think he is referring to?

Joseph Smith and all who testify and teach others of the Book of Mormon

Ezra Taft Benson

“I commend you faithful Saints who are striving to flood the earth and your
lives with the Book of Mormon. Not only must we move forward in a
monumental manner more copies of the Book of Mormon, but we must
move boldly forward into our own lives and throughout the earth more of its
marvelous messages”. (CR, April 1989)

Moroni must feel the heavy wait of the responsibility of the Book of Mormon. He is
very aware of his weaknesses

Mormon 8:12,17

12 And whoso receiveth this record, and shall not condemn it because of the
imperfections which are in it, the same shall know of greater things than these.
Behold, I am Moroni; and were it possible, I would make all things known unto you.

17 And if there be faults they be the faults of a man. But behold, we know no fault;
nevertheless God knoweth all things; therefore, he that condemneth, let him be aware
lest he shall be in danger of hell fire.

Title Page (Moroni)

And now, if there are faults they are the mistakes of men; wherefore,
condemn not the things of God, that ye may be found spotless at the
judgment-seat of Christ.

1 Nephi 19:6 (Nephi)



... And now, if I do err, even did they err of old; not that I would excuse
myself because of other men, but because of the weakness which is in me,
according to the flesh, I would excuse myself.

Ether 12:25 (Moroni)
... when we write we behold our weakness, and stumble because of the
placing of our words; and I fear lest the Gentiles shall mock at our words.

In what ways have faults or mistakes made their way into the Book of Mormon?

Boyd K. Packer

"Of course there have been changes and corrections. Anyone who has done
even limited research knows that. When properly reviewed, such corrections
become a testimony for, not against, the truth of the books..

"Now, I add with emphasis that such changes have been basically minor
refinements in grammar, expression, punctuation, clarification. Nothing
fundamental has been altered...

"There has, over the years, been an endless procession of those who would
examine these revelations by every formula save the right one. Each
becomes evidence, as Paul said, 'the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned' (1 Cor 2:14).

"These scriptural diamonds, as we have described them, will stand the test."
(CR, April 1974)

You may want to read, "Understanding Textual Changes in the Book of
Mormon", Ensign, December 1983

Why do you think God allows mistakes to be made in bringing about His work?
Paul's quote above: because they are spiritually discerned

Ether 12:26,28

26 And when I had said this, the Lord spake unto me, saying: Fools mock,
but they shall mourn; and my grace is sufficient for the meek, that they shall
take no advantage of your weakness;

28 Behold, I will show unto the Gentiles their weakness and I will show
unto them that faith, hope and charity bringeth unto me -- the fountain of all
righteousness.

Neal A. Maxwell
"Who is more conscious of the imperfections in their writings than the
writers of God’s word?...



"And who, more than the Lord, knows what it costs to process His eternal
truths through mortals? 'Behold, I am God and have spoken it; these
commandments are of me, and were given unto my servants in their
weakness, after the manner of their language, that they might come to
understanding’ (D&C 1:24)." (CR, April 1982)

Let's read about the conditions that will exist during the time then the Book of
Mormon is available

Mormon 8:33-35

34 Behold, the Lord hath shown unto me great and marvelous things concerning that
which must shortly come, at that day when these things shall come forth among you.
35 Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not. But behold,
Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing.

How does Moroni know what the world be like during our time?
(Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing)

Ezra Taft Benson

“If they saw our day, and chose those things which would be of greatest
worth to us, is not that how we should study the Book of Mormon? We
should constantly ask ourselves, 'Why did the Lord inspire Mormon (or
Moroni or Alma) to include that in his record? What lesson can I learn from
that to help me live in this day and age?'...

“Can anyone doubt that this book was meant for us and that in it we find
great power, great comfort, and great protection?” (Teachings of Presidents
of the Church: Ezra Taft Benson, pg. 140)

Moroni expounds on the evils that will exist during the time when the Book of
Mormon is available

Mormon 8:26-33

26 And no one need say they shall not come, for they surely shall, for the Lord hath
spoken it; for out of the earth shall they come, by the hand of the Lord, and none can
stay it; and it shall come in a day when it shall be said that miracles are done away;
and it shall come even as if one should speak from the dead.

27 And it shall come in a day when the blood of saints shall cry unto the Lord,
because of secret combinations and the works of darkness.

28 Yea, it shall come in a day when the power of God shall be denied, and churches
become defiled and be lifted up in the pride of their hearts; yea, even in a day when
leaders of churches and teachers shall rise in the pride of their hearts, even to the
envying of them who belong to their churches.

29 Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be heard of fires, and tempests, and
vapors of smoke in foreign lands;



30 And there shall also be heard of wars, rumors of wars, and earthquakes in divers
places.

31 Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be great pollutions upon the face of
the earth; there shall be murders, and robbing, and lying, and deceivings, and
whoredoms, and all manner of abominations; when there shall be many who will say,
Do this, or do that, and it mattereth not, for the Lord will uphold such at the last day.
But wo unto such, for they are in the gall of bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity.

32 Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be churches built up that shall say:
Come unto me, and for your money you shall be forgiven of your sins.

33 O ye wicked and perverse and stiffnecked people, why have ye built up churches
unto yourselves to get gain? Why have ye transfigured the holy word of God, that ye
might bring damnation upon your souls? Behold, look ye unto the revelations of
God; for behold, the time cometh at that day when all these things must be fulfilled.

How does the Book of Mormon help us to recognize and overcome the evils of
our day?

Ezra Taft Benson

"From the Book of Mormon we learn how disciples of Christ live in times
of war. From the Book of Mormon we see the evils of secret combinations
portrayed in graphic and chilling reality. In the Book of Mormon we find
lessons for dealing with persecution and apostasy. We learn much about
how to do missionary work. And more than anywhere else, we see in the
Book of Mormon the dangers of materialism and setting our hearts on the
things of the world. Can anyone doubt that this book was meant for us and
that in it we find great power, great comfort, and great protection?" (CR,
Oct. 1986)

We have read many instances of the pride cycle among the people in the Book of
Mormon. Clearly the pride cycle also applies to our times.

Mormon 8:36-41

36 And I know that ye do walk in the pride of your hearts; and there are none save a
few only who do not lift themselves up in the pride of their hearts, unto the wearing
of very fine apparel, unto envying, and strifes, and malice, and persecutions, and all
manner of iniquities; and your churches, yea, even every one, have become polluted
because of the pride of your hearts.

37 For behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel, and the
adorning of your churches, more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and
the afflicted.

38 O ye pollutions, ye hypocrites, ye teachers, who sell yourselves for that which
will canker, why have ye polluted the holy church of God? Why are ye ashamed to
take upon you the name of Christ? Why do ye not think that greater is the value of an
endless happiness than that misery which never dies—because of the praise of the
world?

39 Why do ye adorn yourselves with that which hath no life, and yet suffer the
hungry, and the needy, and the naked, and the sick and the afflicted to pass by you,




and notice them not?

40 Yea, why do ye build up your secret abominations to get gain, and cause that
widows should mourn before the Lord, and also orphans to mourn before the Lord,
and also the blood of their fathers and their husbands to cry unto the Lord from the
ground, for vengeance upon your heads?

41 Behold, the sword of vengeance hangeth over you; and the time soon cometh that
he avengeth the blood of the saints upon you, for he will not suffer their cries any
longer.

According to Moroni, where are those living in the latter days positioned in the
pride cycle?

(I know that ye do walk in the pride of your hearts)

L. Tom Perry

"Many of us are more concerned about our fine apparel, the size of our
homes, and our cars and their gadgets than we are about the needs of the
poor and the needy. We also have seen the threat of legalized abortion,
gambling, pornography, and challenges to public prayer undermining the
values that bind us together as a community of Saints....

"Despite the challenges we face, I plead with each one of you to stand firm
in your convictions. There is no way to escape the whirlwinds of the
judgments of God that He will unleash on the heads of His children who
choose to pursue a course that is against His will. We need to heed Moroni’s
warning to avoid the fate which destroyed his people." (CR, Oct. 1992)

Moroni continues to describe our time and the lack of faith and belief in God

Mormon 9:7-11

7 And again I speak unto you who deny the revelations of God, and say that they are
done away, that there are no revelations, nor prophecies, nor gifts, nor healing, nor
speaking with tongues, and the interpretation of tongues;

8 Behold I say unto you, he that denieth these things knoweth not the gospel of
Christ; yea, he has not read the scriptures; if so, he does not understand them.

9 For do we not read that God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and in him
there is no variableness neither shadow of changing?

10 And now, if ye have imagined up unto yourselves a god who doth vary, and in
whom there is shadow of changing, then have ye imagined up unto yourselves a god
who is not a God of miracles.

11 But behold, I will show unto you a God of miracles, even the God of Abraham,
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; and it is that same God who created the
heavens and the earth, and all things that in them are.

How do the teachings of the Book of Mormon correct the false belief that God
has ceased revelations?



The Book of Mormon is the evidence
(I will show unto you a God of miracles)

An experience of Joseph Smith's exemplifies that these false beliefs are
prevalent

JSH 1:21

21 Some few days after I had this vision, I happened to be in company with
one of the Methodist preachers, who was very active in the before
mentioned religious excitement; and, conversing with him on the subject of
religion, I took occasion to give him an account of the vision which I had
had. I was greatly surprised at his behavior; he treated my communication
not only lightly, but with great contempt, saying it was all of the devil, that
there were no such things as visions or revelations in these days; that all
such things had ceased with the apostles, and that there would never be any
more of them.

Mormon 9:15-17

15 And now, O all ye that have imagined up unto yourselves a god who can do no
miracles, I would ask of you, have all these things passed, of which I have spoken?
Has the end come yet? Behold I say unto you, Nay; and God has not ceased to be a
God of miracles.

16 Behold, are not the things that God hath wrought marvelous in our eyes? Yea,
and who can comprehend the marvelous works of God?

17 Who shall say that it was not a miracle that by his word the heaven and the earth
should be; and by the power of his word man was created of the dust of the earth; and
by the power of his word have miracles been wrought?

What evidence does Moroni sight that God is still a God of miracles?
(are not the things that God hath wrought marvelous in our eyes)

Everything we see is a miracle. Same argument that Alma used with
Korihor:

Alma 30:44

... all things denote there is a God; yea, even the earth, and all things that
are upon the face of it, yea, and its motion, yea, and also all the planets
which move in their regular form do witness that there is a Supreme Creator.

Moroni admonishes us all to repent of our sins

Mormon 9:27-28

27 O then despise not, and wonder not, but hearken unto the words of the Lord, and
ask the Father in the name of Jesus for what things soever ye shall stand in need.
Doubt not, but be believing, and begin as in times of old, and come unto the Lord
with all your heart, and work out your own salvation with fear and trembling before
him.



28 Be wise in the days of your probation; strip yourselves of all uncleanness; ask
not, that ye may consume it on your lusts, but ask with a firmness unshaken, that ye
will yield to no temptation, but that ye will serve the true and living God.

L. Tom Perry

"Who would not want to heed the voice of warning of one who has
witnessed such heartache and misery? Is it any wonder that his words are to
declare that there is a better, happier, and more fulfilling way to live?
Moroni’s words are not just a voice of warning, but also a voice of hope, as
he lets us know that every one of God’s children are precious to Him. He
desires that every soul enjoy immortality and eternal life." (CR, Oct. 1992)



