October 17-23: Jeremiah 30-33; 36; Lamentations 1; 3, “I Will Turn Their
Mourning Into Joy”

Jeremiah Warns of the Babylonian Conquest

During this time period, sometimes the inhabitants of Babylon are called Chaldeans
and sometimes they are called Babylonians. The two names are used interchangeably

Jeremiah is very descriptive about the destruction of Jerusalem because of the evil
they committed and would not harken to the Lord

Jer 19:3-9,15

3 And say, Hear ye the word of the Lord, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of
Jerusalem; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring evil
upon this place, the which whosoever heareth, his ears shall tingle.

4 Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned
incense in it unto other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, nor
the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with the blood of innocents

5 They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt
offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my
mind:

6 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that this place shall no more be
called Tophet, nor The valley of the son of Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter.

7 And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and I will
cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hands of them that
seek their lives: and their carcases will I give to be meat for the fowls of the heaven,
and for the beasts of the earth.

8 And I will make this city desolate, and an hissing; every one that passeth thereby
shall be astonished and hiss because of all the plagues thereof.

9 And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters,
and they shall eat every one the flesh of his friend in the siege and straitness,
wherewith their enemies, and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them.

15 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon this city
and upon all her towns all the evil that I have pronounced against it, because they
have hardened their necks, that they might not hear my words.

What has Judah done that has caused the Lord to forsake them and allow their
enemies to prevail?

(Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have
burned incense in it unto other gods
because they have hardened their necks, that they might not hear my words)

Jeremiah is put in stocks in the temple yard for these warnings. But that doesn’t stop
him. He tells them that not only will they be slaughtered by the Babylonians but the
treasures of the city and many of the most gifted workers will be taken captive to



Babylon.

Jer 20:1-2,4-5

1 Now Pashur the son of Immer the priest, who was also chief governor in the house
of the LORD, heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things.

2 Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the
high gate of Benjamin, which was by the house of the LORD.

4 For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will make thee a terror to thyself, and to all thy
friends: and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and thine eyes shall behold

it: and I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry
them captive into Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword.

5 Moreover 1 will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and
all the precious things thereof, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah will I give
into the hand of their enemies, which shall spoil them, and take them, and carry them
to Babylon.

What does Jeremiah tell Pashur will happen to the people of Judah?

(they shall fall by the sword of their enemies

I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry
them captive into Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword.

I will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all
the precious things thereof, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah will I
give into the hand of their enemies)

Jeremiah blames much of the wickedness and destruction of Judea on false prophets

Jer 23:16-32

16 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that
prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and
not out of the mouth of the Lord.

17 They say still unto them that despise me. The Lord hath said, Ye shall have peace:

and they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No
evil shall come upon vou.

18 For who hath stood in the counsel of the Lord, and hath perceived and heard his
word? who hath marked his word, and heard it?

19 Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind:
it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked.

20 The anger of the Lord shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have
performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly.
21 I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they
prophesied.

22 But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words,
then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their

doings.




32 Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the Lord, and do tell

them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them
not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the

Lord.

Jeremiah makes it clear that these false prophets were not sent from God

(I have not sent these prophets
I sent them not)

What did these false prophets tell the people?
Verse 17

What would have been the outcome if they had actually taught words of God?
Verse 22

Keith H. Meservy

“While true prophets cried of war and desolation, the citizens refused to take
either them or their warnings seriously. Pacified by false prophets who
chorused peace, they felt so secure that... they pressed Zedekiah to break
his oath of allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar. With that act, the countdown to
the destruction of the city began....

“Jeremiah lamented, ‘From the least of them even unto the greatest of them
every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the
priest every one dealeth falsely’ (Jer 6:13)....

“How carefully such false prophets assured citizens that wickedness really
was happiness! How well they insulated them from the pangs of conscience!
How thoroughly they convinced them that sensual, materialistic lives were
better than ones lived in the peace of the Spirit!” (“Jerusalem at the Time of
Lehi and Jeremiah,” Ensign, Jan. 1988)

Jeremiah Admonishes Surrender

Because of iniquity, Judah lost their freedom and were Babylon began to rule over
them

Jer 27:6-8,11

6 And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him.
7 And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son’s son, until the very time
of his land come: and then many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of
him.

8 And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the



same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under the
yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the LORD, with the
sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by
his hand.

11 But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and
serve him, those will I let remain still in their own land, saith the LORD; and they

shall till it, and dwell therein.

What does Jeremiah tell Judah is their only hope of ever possessing their land
again?

(now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king
of Babylon

the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and
serve him, those will I let remain still in their own land)

The people don’t listen to Jeremiah and submit to Babylonian control so when the
Babylonians come and laid siege to Jerusalem Jeremiah admonishes them to
surrender

Jer 21:8-10

8 9 And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I set before you
the way of life, and the way of death.

9 He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the
pestilence: but he that goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you. he
shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey.

10 For I have set my face against this city for evil, and not for good, saith the Lord: it
shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire.

What did Jeremiah admonish the Jews to do to save their lives?

(I set before you the way of life,
he that goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall
live)

Jeremiah compared Jerusalem to Shiloh, which was the first permanent resting place
for the tabernacle. Shiloh was part of Ephraim’s heritage so it was left desolate when
the Assyrians captured and relocated the Northern Kingdom.

Jer 26:4-11

4 And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD; If ye will not hearken to me,
to walk in my law, which I have set before you,

5 To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both
rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not hearkened;

6 Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the
nations of the earth.




7 So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these
words in the house of the LORD.

8 9 Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the
LORD had commanded him to speak unto all the people, that the priests and the
prophets and all the people took him, saying, Thou shalt surely die.

9 Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, This house shall be
like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant? And all the people
were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

10 9 When the princes of Judah heard these things, then they came up from the
king’s house unto the house of the LORD, and sat down in the entry of the new gate
of the LORD’s house.

11 Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the people,
saying, This man is worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have
heard with your ears.

What happened to Shiloh that Jeremiah tells the king will also happen to
Jerusalem?

(I make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the
nations of the earth.

This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an
inhabitant)

He gave this admonition to king Zedekiah directly and tells the king what will
happen to him if he does not do what God has told him.

Jer 32:1-4

1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king
of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar.

2 For then the king of Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet
was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah’s house.

3 For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou
prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this city into the hand
of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it;

4 And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but
shall surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with
him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes;

Jeremiah is clear. If the Jews do not surrender Zedekiah will be taken captive and
Jerusalem will be destroyed

38:14-19,28

14 9 Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the
third entry that is in the house of the Lord: and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask
thee a thing; hide nothing from me.

15 Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely
put me to death? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken unto me?



16 So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, As the Lord liveth,
that made us this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither will I give thee into the
hand of these men that seek thy life.

17 Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the God
of Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon’s princes, then thy
soul shall live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and
thine house:

18 But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, then shall this city
be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou
shalt not escape out of their hand.

19 And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen
to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me.

28 So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was
taken: and he was there when Jerusalem was taken.

Why does Zedekiah say that he will not listen to Jeremiah and obey the Lord?

(I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me
into their hand, and they mock me)

Jeremiah Admonishes Those Who Were Captured
As warned, the Chaldeans' capture Jerusalem and take most of the Jews to Babylon.

39:5-9

5 But the Chaldeans’ army pursued after them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains
of Jericho: and when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he gave judgment upon him.

6 Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: also
the king of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah.

7 Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and bound him with chains, to carry him to
Babylon.

8 1 And the Chaldeans burned the king’s house, and the houses of the people, with

fire, and brake down the walls of Jerusalem.

9 Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carried away captive into Babylon the
remnant of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to
him, with the rest of the people that remained.

What did the Chaldeans to to king Zedekiah?
What did they do to the city of Jerusalem?
Jeremiah is released from prison by Nebuchadrezzar and choses to stay in Jerusalem

Jer 39:11-14
11 9 Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah to



Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard, saying,

12 Take him, and look well to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him even as he
shall say unto thee.

13 So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rab-saris, and
Nergal-sharezer, Rab-mag, and all the king of Babylon’s princes;

14 Even they sent, and took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed
him unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, that he should carry him
home: so he dwelt among the people.

Why do you think Nebuchadrezzar released Jeremiah from prison and go his
way?

Perhaps because the king knew that Jeremiah tried to get the Jews to
surrender

Many of those who survived the 1-'% year siege were taken captive to Babylon.
Jeremiah continues to teach them what the Lord would have them do

Jer 29:4-7

4 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away
captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon;

5 Build ve houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them;

6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and
give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may

be increased there. and not diminished.
7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away
captives, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.

What did Jeremiah admonish the Jews to do while they were in captivity?
Verses 5 & 6
Why do you think that was?

He counsels them to prepare, by establishing their households there, for a
long sojourn in Babel, and to seek the welfare of that country as the
necessary condition of their own. They must not let themselves be deceived
by the false prophets’ idle promises of a speedy return, since God will not
bring them back and fulfill His glorious promises till after seventy years
have passed. (C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old
Testament, 8:1:408-9)

The Lord will bless the Jews while they are in captivity if they repent and obey His
commandments

Jer 29:10-15
10 9 For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I



will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to
this place.

11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace,
and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken
unto you.

13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your
heart.

14 And I will be found of you, saith the Lord: and I will turn away your captivity,
and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have
driven you, saith the Lord; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused
you to be carried away captive.

15 9 Because ye have said, The Lord hath raised us up prophets in Babylon;

According to Jeremiah’s prophecy how long will the Jews remain in captivity?
70 years
What will the Lord do for those who repent while they are in captivity?

(ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your
heart

And I will be found of you, saith the Lord

Because ye have said, The Lord hath raised us up prophets in Babylon)

Paul K. Browning

“Jeremiah prophesied that Judah would serve the Babylonians for 70 years
and then be liberated. Ezra records the fulfillment of this prophecy when
Cyrus, king of Persia, conquered Babylon and decreed that the Jews, or
those of the kingdom of Judah, were free to return to their country and
rebuild their city and temple (see Ezra 1). However, when Cyrus gave them
permission to return, only a minority actually did so.” (“Gathering Scattered
Israel: Then and Now,” Ensign, July 1998)

Gathering of Israel

Jeremiah experienced first hand the captivity and scattering of the Jews. He takes
great comfort in knowing that Israel will be gathered together in the last days and
receive the land of their inheritance

The Lord will provide prophets and ministers to teach Israel His true ways

Jer 23:1-4

1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the
Lord.

2 Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people;
Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them:




behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the Lord.
3 And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven
them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.
4 And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no
more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord.

Who was to blame for the destruction and scattering of the people?
(Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture)
What does He promise He will provide Israel when they gather?
(I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them)
The Lord will save Israel from nations and kingdoms that keep them in captivity

Jer 30:3,8-11

3 For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will bring again the captivity of my
people Israel and Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land
that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.

8 For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I will break his
yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve
themselves of him:

9 But they shall serve the Lord their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up
unto them.

10 9 Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the Lord; neither be
dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of
their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none
shall make him afraid.

11 For I am with thee, saith the Lord, to save thee: though I make a full end of all
nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I will
correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.

What will happen to nations and governments that attempt to bring Israel under
their control?

(strangers shall no more serve themselves of him

I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and
Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make
him afraid

though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee)

Lorenzo Snow

“By and by the nations will be broken up on account of their wickedness....
They will contend and quarrel with one another, state after state and nation
after nation, until they are broken up, and thousands, tens of thousands and
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hundreds of thousands will undoubtedly come and seek protection at the
hands of the servants of God.” (JD, 14:309)

Jer 30:16-17,20-22

16 Therefore all they that devour thee shall be devoured; and all thine adversaries,
every one of them, shall go into captivity; and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil,
and all that prey upon thee will I give for a prey.

17 For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the
LORD; because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man
secketh after.

20 Their children also shall be as aforetime, and their congregation shall be
established before me, and I will punish all that oppress them.

21 And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed from the
midst of them; and I will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto me: for
who is this that engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the LORD.

22 And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.

What will happen to nations and governments that attempt to bring Israel under
their control?

The Assyrians were destroyed by the Babylonians; the Babylonians by the
Medes and Persians; the Egyptians and Persians by the Greeks. All these
empires have now vanished, but the Jews still exist as a distinct people. In
the latter days Israel will be the Lord’s people, and He will be their God as
He desired in the beginning. (Old Testament Student Manual; 1 Kings-
Malachi, pg. 254)

He talks about the gathering of the North Kingdom

Jer 31:6-10

6 For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry,
Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the Lord our God.

7 For thus saith the Lord; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of
the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people, the remnant of
Israel.

8 Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts
of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that
travaileth with child together: a great company shall return thither.

9 They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause
them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not
stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 9 Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and
say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his
flock.

Which tribe is to begin the gathering?
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(the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up
to Zion unto the Lord our God

wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is
my firstborn)

Bruce R. McConkie

“Hear it again, O ye scattered ones, and let it be written in every heart.
Ephraim shall bring salvation to you in the last days. Ephraim shall hear the
word from the Lord and proclaim it to you. In his hands shall be the Stick of
Joseph, which is the Stick of Ephraim, which is the Book of Mormon which
contains the fulness of the everlasting gospel, which is the standard around
which all men must either rally or be damned. The call shall come unto you
from the mountains of Ephraim. Be wise and give heed.

"’For thus saith the Lord; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the
chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people,
the remnant of Israel.” Salvation now goes forth to the scattered remnants in
all the nations of their habitation. Publish the word; praise the Lord. Cry
Salvation, and Glory, and Honor. The promised day of restoration is here.”
(The Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of Man, pg. 194)

LeGrand Richards

“‘I will bring them... a great company shall return thither.” This was
something the Lord was going to do. Note that Jeremiah does not say that
they will return hither, or to the place where this prediction was made, but
thither, or to a distant place. He understood that Joseph was to be given a
new land in the ‘utmost bound of the everlasting hills’ (Genesis 49:26).”
(Israel! Do You Know?, pg. 177-78)

Jer 31:10-14

10 9 Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off,
and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth
his flock.

11 For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that
was stronger than he.

12 Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together
to the goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young
of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they
shall not sorrow any more at all.

13 Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I
will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from
their sorrow.

14 And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be
satisfied with my goodness, saith the LORD.




What do you think he means in verse 14 when he says, ‘the soul of the priests
with fatness’?

LeGrand Richards

“While the members of the Priesthood in The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints are not paid for their services, and thousands of them have
left their families for years at a time to do missionary work in the nations of
the earth, paying their own expenses and without remuneration from the
Church, yet, in their hearts, they feel they are better paid than any other
religious leaders in the world, because of the joy and satisfaction the Lord
plants in their hearts, which could not possibly be purchased with money.
Thus He has satiated ‘the soul of the priests with fatness,” and His people
are satisfied with His goodness.” (Richards, Israel! Do You Know?, pg.
179-80)

The New and Everlasting Covenant

12

During the final gathering, Israel will receive the new and everlasting covenant — not
the old and temporary covenant that they had known

Jer 31:31-34

31 9 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:

32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they
brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord:

33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.

34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more.

What do you think he means by, “I will... write it in their hearts™?

(for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers... which my
covenant they brake)

Bruce R. McConkie

“When the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt he offered them the fulness of
the gospel. Moses held the Melchizedek Priesthood, and his people could
have lived the higher gospel law had they chosen to do so. But they broke
not only the gospel covenant but also the Mosaic or lesser covenant, at least
in large measure.
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"’But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel;
after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.’
There will be a day when latter-day Israel will serve the Lord with all their
hearts and make themselves worthy of the fulness of his glory. (The
Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of Man, pg. 681)

Note, “for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of
them.” What do you think will make that possible?

Joseph Fielding Smith

“The Lord has promised that the time shall come when every man shall be
his own teacher, that is, he will know because of righteous living what to do.
He will be so filled with the Spirit of the Lord that he will be guided and
directed in doing right without the necessity of someone coming into his

home to set it in order. Now is a good time for us to begin.” (Doctrines of
Salvation, 1:319)

If those saving and exalting priesthood ordinances cease to exist, then Israel also will
also cease to exist

Jer 31:35-36

35 4| Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the
ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea
when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:

36 If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel
also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.

What will happen if the people stop living the ordinances that they have
received?

Verse 36

Joseph Smith

"The power, glory and blessings of the Priesthood could not continue with
those who received ordination only as their righteousness continued; for
Cain also being authorized to offer sacrifice,15 but not offering it in
righteousness, was cursed. It signifies, then, that the ordinances must be
kept in the very way God has appointed; otherwise their Priesthood will
prove a cursing instead of a blessing." (TPJS, pg. 169)

Jer 32:37-41

37 Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine
anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place,
and I will cause them to dwell safely:

38 And they shall be my people, and I will be their God:

39 And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for
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the good of them, and of their children after them:

40 And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from
them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart
from me.

41 Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land
assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul.

Jeremiah clearly signaled a full return of all of the Lord’s people and the
establishment of an eternal covenant with them

Jer 33:6-14

6 Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto
them the abundance of peace and truth.

7 And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will
build them, as at the first.

8 And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against
me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby
they have transgressed against me.

9 9 And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations
of the earth, which shall hear all the good that I do unto them: and they shall fear and
tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it.

10 Thus saith the LORD; Again there shall be heard in this place, which ye say shall
be desolate without man and without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the
streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, and without inhabitant, and
without beast,

11 The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the
voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the
LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the
sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause to return the captivity
of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD.

12 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate without man
and without beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds
causing their flocks to lie down.

13 In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the
south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the
cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the hands of him that telleth them,
saith the LORD.

14 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that good thing which
I have promised unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah.

Notice the language He used to describe the process: “I will cure them... I
will cleanse them... I will pardon all their iniquities.”

In the latter days even the desolate land will be restored to its former
condition. The cities that were once desolate will again be full of people and
their bounteous flocks. In the latter days the Lord will perform all that He
has promised to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. (Old Testament
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Student Manual: Kings - Malachi, pg. 257)



