
  

February 20–26
Matthew 6–7

“He Taught Them as One Having Authority”



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 6:1-4

What does Jesus caution us about giving to 
those in need?



  

James E. Talmage
“The tossing of alms to a beggar, the pouring of 
offerings into the temple treasure chests, to be seen of 
men, and similar displays of affected liberality, were 
fashionable among certain classes in the time of Christ; 
and the same Spirit is manifest today. Some... call 
attention to their giving, that they may... get what in 
their estimation is worth more than that from which they 
part. With logical incisiveness the Master demonstrated 
that such givers have their reward.” (Jesus the Christ, 
pg. 237)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 6:5-6

What is an import think to keep in mind when 
we are offering prayers either in public of 
private?



  

Eldred G. Smith
“Let us be humble in all our prayers. Beware of lip 
service. Remember how the Lord criticized the 
hypocrites who prayed openly for the glory of men....

“It is not always the words we use in prayer that count 
so much as the spirit in which they are said.... What 
better example do we have than the simple, humble 
prayer of a child?” (CR, April 1955)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 6:16-18

Why is it important for us not to appear pious 
when we are fasting and otherwise seeking to 
obey the commandments?



  

Joseph F. Smith
“We are not here to seek the joys of the flesh, and yet 
the Lord does not design that we should go about 
sorrowful, or that we should deny ourselves of any 
legitimate [joy]. The Lord never intended that we should 
go around fasting, mourning, grieving, weeping and 
wailing, while we sojourn in mortality.... 

“[We should] appear to the world to be happy. This is 
the privilege of every Latter-day Saint, and indeed the 
privilege of every soul that lives. There is abundance of 
joy to be obtained aside from the joy which ends in 
suffering and sorrow. Seek those joys that bring no 
alloy with them, those joys which are unremitting, 
eternal in their nature. Do good.” (JD, 25:51)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 6:9-13

What does Jesus stress that we should ask for 
in His example of a righteous pray?



  

Hugh Nibley
“The Lord's Prayer is more than just a way of getting through life, 
a code of morals or a pattern of behavior. It is an appeal to a 
Father we have known before and hope to dwell with hereafter. It 
asks for help in carrying out the first and greatest commandment. 
In this very short prayer, God, man as the child of God, and 
fellowman are all put in their proper relationship, which is the 
closest possible family association, approaching identity. The 
Tempter and his methods are introduced without which the 
statement of the Gospel plan would be incomplete; for the prayer 
by its very nature is an appeal from those in distress who are 
supplicating for something much better than what they have.

“What we want is to dwell in the Father's Kingdom under the sole 
dominion of his divine will by his power and in his glory forever 
and ever.” (Of All Things! Classic Quotations from Hugh Nibley, 
pg. 180)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 6:14-15

Why is it so important that we are quick to 
forgive others?



  

Jeffrey R. Holland
“Life is too short to be spent nursing animosities or in 
keeping a box score of offenses against us…. We don’t 
want God to remember our sins, so there is something 
fundamentally wrong in our relentlessly trying to 
remember those of others…. Clearly the more 
provocation there is and the more excuse we can find 
for our hurt, all the more reason for us to forgive and be 
delivered from the destructive hell of such poisonous 
venom and anger. It is one of those ironies of godhood 
that in order to find peace, the offended as well as the 
offender must engage the principle of forgiveness.” 
(CR, Oct. 1996)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 6:25-26,33-34

What do you think of Jesus’ admonition that we 
should not bother think about taking care of our 
temporal needs?



  

3 Nephi 13:25
And now it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken 
these words he looked upon the twelve whom he had 
chosen, and said unto them... take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on…

What does this verse clarify?



  

Jeffrey R. Holland
“In a general sense these verses can apply to all 
believers, but at their most literal level they apply to 
those the Lord has called as his full-time witnesses. 
Most people must give some thought to what they will 
eat and what they will wear; the necessities of life 
require it. But the twelve disciples were not to do so, for 
they were chosen "to minister unto [the] people." Their 
call was to give complete devotion to their spiritual 
ministry and to trust in God's—and the people's—
providence for their temporal needs.” (Christ And The 
New Covenant, pg. 265)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 7:1-5
3 Nephi 14:1
...when Jesus had spoken these words he turned again to the 
multitude, and did open his mouth unto them again, saying: Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Judge not, that ye be not judged.

JST Matt 7:2
Judge not unrighteously, that ye be not judged: but judge righteous 
judgment.

How do know how to judge righteously?



  

Moroni 7:15-17
15 For behold, my brethren, it is given unto you to judge, 
that ye may know good from evil; and the way to judge is as 
plain, that ye may know with a perfect knowledge, as the 
daylight is from the dark night.
16 For behold, the Spirit of Christ is given to every man, 
that he may know good from evil; wherefore, I show unto 
you the way to judge; for every thing which inviteth to do 
good, and to persuade to believe in Christ, is sent forth by 
the power and gift of Christ; wherefore ye may know with a 
perfect knowledge it is of God.
17 But whatsoever thing persuadeth men to do evil, and 
believe not in Christ, and deny him, and serve not God, 
then ye may know with a perfect knowledge it is of the devil; 
for after this manner doth the devil work, for he persuadeth 
no man to do good, no, not one; neither do his angels; 
neither do they who subject themselves unto him.



  

Spencer W. Kimball
“Our vision is completely obscured when we have no 
mirror to hold up to our own faults and look only for the 
foibles of others. When we follow the instructions of the 
Lord, we are kept so busy perfecting ourselves that we 
come to realize that the faults of others are small in 
comparison. We should establish the delightful habit, 
then, of minimizing the weaknesses of others and thus 
increase our own virtues.

“He who will not forgive others breaks down the bridge 
over which he himself must travel.” (The Miracle of 
Forgiveness, pg. 269)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 7:6

In this parable, who are the swine and what are 
the pearls that should be kept from them? 

Why?



  

John Taylor
"Why is it that a swine cannot discern the value of 
pearls, and tramples them under its feet? Because it 
does not understand—it has not the intelligence, and 
does not comprehend the difference between the filth 
that surrounds it and precious gems. You might cast a 
precious jewel at a hog, and it would turn and rend you; 
but throw that to a man of understanding and 
intelligence, and he would ask for more....

"The men of the world... know not the spirit that 
animates our bosoms; they know not the hope that God 
has inspired in our hearts; they know not the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God; they are as ignorant 
of them and of their own destiny as the brute beast." 
(JD, 5:145)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 7:7-11

What does Jesus promise to all who ask, seek, 
and knock?



  

Howard W. Hunter
“Every seeker receives; every seeker finds. Yet not 
every asker receives what he asks; not every seeker 
finds what he seeks. As an earthly father gives good 
gifts to his children, so God gives good things to those 
that ask him, not always what they ask, for they often 
ask amiss, but something far better than that which 
they ask for or seek. Those who would obtain exactly 
what they ask must confine their will to God's and ask 
for things which they know he is willing to give.” (The 
Teachings of Howard W. Hunter, pg. 37-38)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 7:12



  

Russell M. Nelson
'He taught the Golden Rule.... Wherever it is found and 
however it is expressed, the Golden Rule 
encompasses the moral code of the kingdom of God. It 
forbids interference by one with the rights of another. It 
is equally binding upon nations, associations, and 
individuals. With compassion and forbearance." (CR, 
Oct. 2002)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 7:13-14

What is the difference between the words strait 
and straight?

What is the strait gate that we must enter in?



  

Bruce R. McConkie
“The course leading to eternal life is both strait and 
straight. It is straight because it has an invariable 
direction -- always it is the same. There are no 
diversions, crooked paths, or tangents leading to the 
kingdom of God. It is strait because it is narrow and 
restricted, a course where full obedience to the full law 
is required. Straightness has reference to direction, 
straitness to width. The gate is strait; the path is both 
strait and straight.

“Thus by entering in at the strait gate (which is 
repentance and baptism) a person gets on the ‘straight 
and narrow path which leads to eternal life’ (2 Ne. 
31:17-18).” (Mormon Doctrine, pg. 769)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 7:15-23

JST 7:33
And then will I say, Ye never knew me; depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.

What important message does the Lord have 
for His disciples as he nears the end of his 
sermon?



  

John Taylor
“That belongs a little closer to some of us than we 
imagine; for I do not think that Gentiles do much 
prophesying in the name of God; I do not think they 
cast out many devils in the name of God, or do any 
wonderful works in his name. Jesus was speaking to a 
people that had done these things, the same, perhaps, 
as some of you have, and yet you have become 
careless and indifferent, and in many instances have 
made shipwreck of a good conscience and failed to 
keep the covenants you have made.” (JD, 18:201)



  

Principles of the Law of Christ

Matt 7:24-29

What does the house represent?

What will happen to everyones house?



  

Bruce R. McConkie
“Every person born in this world builds a house of some 
sort and puts it on a foundation of his own choosing. And 
every house built in this mortal sphere is subject to the 
storms and strifes of life. Our mortal probation is one in 
which the divine purpose calls for rain and wind and floods.

“We live in the midst of a swirling storm of sin. The rains of 
evil and the winds of false doctrine and the floods of 
carnality beat upon every house.....

“If our house is built upon a rock with the brick and mortar 
of good works, it will withstand the storms and perils of 
life.... If it is built upon the sands of evil with the rusty nails 
and rotting timber of carnal things, it will be destroyed when 
the rains and the winds and the floods beat upon it.” (CR, 
April 1981) 



  

Next Week:

February 27–March 5
Matthew 8; Mark 2–4; Luke 7
“Thy Faith Hath Saved Thee”
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