October 3-9: Isaiah 58—66. “The Redeemer Shall Come to Zion”

Prayer, Fasting, Sabbath

Isaiah emphasizes the importance of fasting along with prayer, scripture study, and
partaking of the Sacrament

Isa 58:2,5-7

2 Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did
righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the
ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.

5 Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow
down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou
call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD?

6 Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the
heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?

7 Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast
out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide
not thyself from thine own flesh?

What should we consider when we look forward to fasting?

Fasting should be something that we look at as a something that lifts or spirt
rather than something that in a physical burden

Victor L. Brown

“Fasting and prayer is a positive experience. It is a form of worship
especially commended by the Lord. As we fast with prayer, we demonstrate
our deep purpose, commit that we will do all in our power, and consign the
outcome to the Lord.” (CR, Oct. 1977)

Isaiah innumerates many blessing that come from fasting

Isa 58:8-12

8 9 Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth
speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be
thy rearward.

9 Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say,
Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the
finger, and speaking vanity;

10 And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then
shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday:

11 And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and
make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of
water, whose waters fail not.

12 And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up



the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the
breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.

How does the Lord bless us spiritually when we fast?
How does the Lord bless us physically when we fast?

Spencer W. Kimball

“What more could one ask? The companionship of the Lord, light and
knowledge, health and vigor, constant guidance by the Lord as an eternal
never-failing spring. What more could one desire?” (CR, April 1952)

The sabbath is the day that we don’t think about our regular pursuits but, instead,
delight in remembering and serving the Lord

Isa 5813-14

13 9 If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy
day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt
honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words:

14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon
the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for
the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

What should we refrain from doing on the sabbath?

(If thou turn away... from doing thy pleasure on my holy day
not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words)

Instead we should, “call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD... and shalt
honour him”

Iniquity Causes Us to Stumble
Iniquity separates us from the Lord

Isa 59:2-4,7-8

2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have
hid his face from you, that he will not hear.

3 For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips
have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.

4 None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak
lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.

7 Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts
are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths.



8 The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they
have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace.

Unless we obey these basic commandments and seek after the Lord we will stumble
and grope in darkness

Isa 59:9-14

9 4| Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for
light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness.

10 We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we
stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men.

11 We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there
is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us.

12 For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us:
for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them;

13 In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away from our God,
speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of
falsehood.

14 And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is
fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter.

But in the last days we do not need to stumble in darkness because the Lord will
raise His standard which will eventually lead to the establishment of Zion

Isa 59:18-20

18 According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries,
recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence.

19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the
rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD
shall lift up a standard against him.

20 9 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from
transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.

What needs to be established before the Savior comes again?

(the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from
transgression in Jacob)

Orson Pratt

"The Zion of the last days, that Zion that is so frequently and so fully
spoken of by the ancient prophets, especially by Isaiah, is the Church and
kingdom of God; and out of that Church or kingdom or Zion is to come a
Deliverer, who will turn away ungodliness from Jacob after the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled.” (JD, 14:64)

Zion In the Last Days



Isa 60:1-5

1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.
2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but
the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.

3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.
4 Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they
come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy
side.

5 Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged;
because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the
Gentiles shall come unto thee.

Orson Pratt

“The Zion that is here spoken of is called to ‘arise and shine, for the glory of
the Lord is risen upon thee.” There is no one thing more fully revealed in the
Scriptures of eternal truth, than the rise of the Zion of our God in the latter
days, clothed upon with the glory of God from the heavens—a Zion that
will attract the attention of all the nations and kindreds of the whole earth. It
will not be something that takes place in a corner on some distant island of
the sea, or away among some obscure people; but it will be something that
will call forth the attention of all people and nations upon the face of the
whole earth.” (JD, 16:78)

Zion, governed by the Lord, will be the existing government

Isa 60:10-14

10 And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister
unto thee: for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee.
11 Therefore thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night;
that men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be
brought.

12 For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations

shall be utterly wasted.
13 The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box

together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet
glorious.
14 The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all.

they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet: and they
shall call thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

What will become of nations and governments that are not based on Zion
principles?

(For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those
nations shall be utterly wasted)

Charles W. Penrose



“Every kingdom, every government, every society and every power upon
the face of the earth that fights against Zion will become like the dream of a
night vision, it will pass away and there will be no place found for it upon
the earth. But Zion will arise and shine, and the glory of God will rest upon
her; and all the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our
God and His Christ. Then there will be liberty to all.” (JD 24:302)

Isa 62:1-3,6-7

1 For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a
lamp that burneth.

2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt
be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.

3 Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem
in the hand of thy God.

6 I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their
peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not silence,

7 And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the
earth.

Other than the destruction of the wicked, what will cause there to be only one
king and ruler, even Jesus Christ?

(the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness
And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and
thou shalt be called by a new name)

Orson Pratt

"Kings, nobles, and great men, from all the principal nations of the earth,
will come flocking to Zion with their armies, and their servants to view the
grandeur of Zion; and they will have to be obedient to the mandates of the
great King who shall issue forth His laws from Zion, or it will be no place
for them to abide in." (JD, 3:70)

Christ will be the source of light

Isa 60:18-22

18 Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy
borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.

19 The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon
give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy
God thy glory.

20 Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the
LORD shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.
21 Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the
branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified.



22 A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I the LORD
will hasten it in his time.

Orson Pratt

"We read in Isaiah of a time when a certain people called Zion should be
clothed upon with the glory of God, and their city be lighted up with a cloud
by day and the light of a flaming fire by night, and they should be so highly
favored that, so far as light was concerned, they should not need the light of
the sun by day, nor the moon by night, for the Lord their God would be their
everlasting light.... They would be a people upon whom and to whom God
could manifest himself as he did to Moses and others; that the knowledge of
God would cover the earth as the waters cover the great deep." (JD, 15:229)

The Second Coming
Hand in hand with the establishment of Zion is the 2™ coming of Christ

Isa 63:1-6

1 Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is
glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in
righteousness, mighty to save.

2 Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in
the winefat?

3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I

will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be

sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment.
4 For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.

5 And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to
uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld
me.

6 And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury,
and I will bring down their strength to the earth.

Why will the Lord’s apparel be red in color at the time of His second coming?

(I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their
blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment)

John Taylor

"Jesus accomplished what he was sent to do, and, feeling satisfied of this,
when he was about to leave the earth he said he had finished the work his
Father gave him to do. But there was another work, another event that was
to transpire in the latter days, when he should not be led as a lamb to the
slaughter or be like a sheep before the shearers; when he would not act in
that state of humiliation and quiescence, but when he will go forth as a man
of war and tread down the people in his anger and trample them in his fury,
when blood should be on his garments and the day of vengeance in his



heart, when he would rule the nations with an iron rod and break them to
pieces like a potter's vessel." (JD 10:113)

Millennium
The regin of Christ on the earth will usher in the millennium

The earth itself will testify to this by going thru some great change. A few verses are
stated by Isaiah

Isa 64:1-3

1 Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the
mountains might flow down at thy presence,

2 As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy
name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!

3 When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou camest down, the
mountains flowed down at thy presence.

Orson Pratt

"When he burns up the wicked, when he causes the elements to melt with
fervent heat, when he causes the mountains to flow down and melt like wax
before his presence,... the Lord [will] reorganize the elements... by his
power, bringing them together again by his law and by his word, making a
new world, and creating a new heaven, and a new earth, wherein, says the
Apostle Peter, shall dwell righteousness.” (JD 20:8)

Isaiah describes what it will be like living during the Millennium

Isa 65:17-25

17 9 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind.

18 But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.

19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping
shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.

20 There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not
filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an
hundred years old shall be accursed.

21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and
eat the fruit of them.

22 They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for
as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the
work of their hands.

23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of
the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them.

24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are
yet speaking, [ will hear.




25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the
bullock: and dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all
my holy mountain, saith the LORD.

Today the earth is a telestial world. What kind of world will it be during the
Millennium?

(I create new heavens and a new earth)

Joseph Fielding Smith

“What is meant by the restoration of the earth? This earth is to be renewed
and brought back to the condition in which it was before it was cursed
through the fall of Adam. When Adam passed out of the Garden of Eden,
then the earth became a telestial world....

“When our Savior comes, the earth will be changed to a terrestrial condition
and will then be made the fit abode for terrestrial beings, and this condition
will last until after the close of the millennium.” (Doctrines of Salvation,
1:85)

What will life be like for those living during the Millennium?

Bruce R. McConkie

“Great and marvelous though the changes will be incident to life during the
millennial era, yet mortality as such will continue. Children will be born,
grow up, marry, advance to old age, and pass through the equivalent of
death. Crops will be planted, harvested, and eaten; industries will be
expanded, cities built, and education fostered; men will continue to care for
their own needs, handle their own affairs, and enjoy the full endowment of
free agency. Speaking a pure language (Zeph. 3:9), dwelling in peace, living
without disease, and progressing as the Holy Spirit will guide, the
advancement and perfection of society during the millennium will exceed
anything men have supposed or expected.” (Mormon Doctrine, pg 496-97)



